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Going To Work Should 
Not Be A Grave 
Mistake.....

Together We WILL 
Make A Difference.















In 2003, Spivey’s 33-year-old brother, Shawn Boone 
suffered burns over 90 percent of his body while working 
as maintenance worker at Hayes Lemmerz International in 
an aluminum dust explosion; he later died.

During Tammy’s struggle to obtain information in the 
OSHA investigative process it became clear that there was 
a need to form a central location for families who we 
experiencing a workplace death.

Using her darkest hours to help others, Tammy has shared 
her experience as a family-member victim who, like 
thousands of others across the U.S., suffers profoundly 
because of our nation’s inadequate regulatory system and 
its failure to protect workers’ fundamental right to a place 
of employment without death, injury or disease.

Tammy Spivey's role at USMWF has been to promote 
family involvement, transparency and fairness in the 
investigative systems, improving workplace protections 
and the workers compensation system, offer support, 
guidance and resources to families who died from a work-
related causes, provide leadership and research, and to 
instruct individuals and organizations in dealing with 
families and loss.



Shawn Boone, 33 In 2003, Spivey’s 33-year-old brother, Shawn Boone suffered 
burns over 90% of his body while working as maintenance in 
Indiana in an aluminum dust explosion; he later died.





Uncle Bobby, 50 (Robert Fitch)
Uncle Bobby fell 80ft off a belt-operated man-lift in 

a local grain elevator that he had worked at for 

over 30 years. His brother in-law found him that 

day and stayed by his side while the paramedics 

did everything, they could do to help him however, 

Uncle Bobby could not be revived at the scene 

and was pronounced dead a few minutes later at 
the nearby hospital.





SUPPORT



Questions

What happened?

Could this have been prevented?

Was my loved one alone?

Who investigated the incident?

Who is OSHA?

Did my loved one suffer?

Why didn't OSHA investigate the incident?



SUPPORTING FAMILIES



“USMWF is an amazing, loving, group of individuals who gave me a voice and 
empowered me to find justice after my son was killed at work. They work tirelessly to 
give all family member victims a voice and whatever they need. From a listening ear 
to pertinent reports. They give us hope and a place to vent or share. No judgment, 
because they all understand . They were my lifeline! They are committed to bringing 
awareness about the very real, and tragic, injuries and deaths that happen far to 
often every day in America. - Deb Fergen



NOT ALONE



HELPING FAMILIES FIND CLOSURE



PTSD
USMWF and University of 
Kentucky Research Study.



HONOR



USMWF KNOWS A PICTURE IS 
WORTH A THOUSAND WORDS 
& THE STORIES CAN MAKE A 

DIFFERENCE.



Erin Sperrey, 20
Thomas "Tom" Edward Wooten, 56

Justin Harrington, 27
Robert Augeri, 31

James "Bear" Craig, 52
Paul Robert King, 50

The Names



Erin Sperrey, 20

Thomas "Tom" Edward Wooten, 56

Robert Augeri, 31

James "Bear" Craig, 52

Justin Harrington, 27

Paul Robert King, 50



Our Fallen Workers....

Erin Sperrey, 20

Erin was killed while working in Caribou, Maine.
She was beaten by a disgruntled employee.

OSHA investigated the incident and proposed a 
$4,500.00 penalty for one other than serious 

violation. In an informal settlement the penalty 
was reduced to $2,700.00 for one other than 

serious violation.



Our Fallen Workers....

Paul Robert King, 50
Paul was killed on the job was killed on the job in 
July 2005 at Boston Logan International Airport in 

Boston, Massachusetts. 

He was electrocuted while working on a piece of 
equipment.

Federal OSHA investigated and proposed a 
$55,000.00 penalty for eight willful violations. The 

case is closed.



Our Fallen Workers....

James "Bear" Craig, 52
James was killed in January 2012, while working for 
The Town of Greenfield, MA after slipping on wet 

floor and striking his head. 

This case is not in OSHA's jurisdiction.



Faces Campaign Tribute
USMWF strives to honor, remember and recognize all of our fallen workers in our multiple 
tributes.

Our "Faces Campaign Tribute" was launched January 1, 2009 and is intended to give 
workplace fatalities a face, honor our fallen workers, gain awareness and educate the 
public, workers, employees, organizations and our government.

You Can Search Our 
Website by:

State;
Alphabetical Order;
COVID;



Workers' Memorial Day 
National and Individual States



USMWF's National Virtual 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Workers' Memorial Day

https://www.facebook.com/USMWF



SHINE BRIGHT
MARK YOUR CALENDAR

https://www.facebook.com/USMWF



USMWF's BILLBOARDS



USMWF's MONUMENTS



EDUCATING



BE THE 
VOICE OF 
CHANGE



HEAR THE STORIES OF OUR FALLEN 
WORKERS AND THOSE THEY LEFT 
BEHIND. 

Listen and understand the importance of a 
safe workplace as you hear directly from 
amazing family members that share the story 
of their understanding and encounter of their 
loved one’s incident and how it has forever 
affected their life in hope to prevent a similar 
incident from happening. Listen to the voice 
of change and prevention.

www.usmwf.org
Hear the Podcast at





AWARENESS CONFERENCES



https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLq
V4FhtRolvVbAxgbUMHvQ

USMWF Striving for 
Workplace Safety
1 hour sessions





PREVENTING



BEING THE 
VOICE OF 
CHANGE



“USMWF is a great group! They help support families in trying to make a difference and 
prevent another family from going through the same tragic loss. They are there to guide you, 
support you and help in any way they can. They help connect people who have all suffered 
some form of workplace tragedy, which resulted in the death of family member. They want to 
make a difference in workplace fatalities! Thank you to all the wonderful people I have met 
through the group.” – Peggy Ware Cohend





Many USMWF Family Members each year submit requests to their 
Governors requesting that Workers' Memorial Day be proclaimed 
and recognized on April 28, honoring and remembering our fallen 
workers.



BEAT THE HEAT
Summer 2018, 2019 & 2020



BEAT THE HEAT
Summer 2018, 2019 & 2020



OSHA QUARTERLY 
MEETINGS



We Invite You...



www.usmwf.org

Connect with USMWF

Multiple Social Media

Website

USMWF 

United Support and Memorial for 

Workplace Fatalities;

USMWF





www.usmwf.org

Sign Up Today



UNITED SUPPORT & MEMORIAL 
FOR WORKPLACE FATALITIES

www.usmwf.org

PO Box 85171
Lincoln, NE 68501

75 Danville Pike
PO Box 206
Hustonville, KY 40437

402.326.3107
A 501(c)(3) Organization Made of Families for Families

USMWF needs your help to continue our efforts. 
Please consider supporting the cause.

Tonya Ford
tonyaford@usmwf.org

Rena Harrington
renalharrington@yahoo.com 

mailto:tonyaford@usmwf.org


REMEMBER
The Faces & Stories of USMWF &
All Fallen Workers;

ALWAYS 


